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Turning movement into graphic images

Children from the 2.5-3.5 year old class began their educational journey by
focusing primarily on the body: the quintessential tool with which a child
expresses himself and explores the world. The child’s senses, perceptions
and movements are in fact central in the child’s depiction of the reality
surrounding him or her. We define this educational process with the phrase
“I move, I hear, I know and learn”.
During the first part of the school year teachers presented the children with
activities aimed at recognizing motor skills in order to gradually develop
their cognitive, perceptive, relationship and emotional competences, which
in turn allows the child to develop a strong sense of self-consciousness.
This prepares the students for their first attempts of artistic/graphic expressions. The body, and the choice of how to use it in a particular circumstance, can in fact be considered as the first tool available to child as it is a
precondition for using an artistic tool, which can be used to draw, paint, or
simply leave a graphic sign.
The change in the children’s graphic representations was clear: shapes and
forms are more intentional and features are much cleaner and more precise.
The biggest improvements were in the children’s human depictions, which
appeared more detailed and accurate (they started drawing eyes, ears,
a mouth and nose, as well as limbs and other parts of the body). The
improvement in their artistic skills is a clear sign that their understanding of
motor skills and self-consciousness in relation to the rest of the world have
advanced and developed.

Exchanging languages competences in Primary

Students from Years 2 and 3 put their theatrical skills to the test by acting
out the short story “Nel paese delle persone di carta” by Rodari.
The children worked in pairs and the objective of this exercise was to encourage an exchange of languages, knowledge and competences amongst
children of different age groups and classes. Every pair thought of an
alternate ending to Rodari’s story and performed their own ending in front
of their classmates.
The students adopted different acting techniques and demonstrated a
conscious and creative use of languages, choosing to mime and make use
of puppets for their short productions.
Opening the classes and allowing children to recite, work and discuss
promotes continuity and develops social skills that stimulate the use of
Malaguzzi’s “100 languages” and allows for an exchange of competences
amongst peers.

Skyline Project: Investigating the City using Light

The city has been the focus of an ongoing project throughout the year
and has proved to be a fascinating subject for the children, who regularly
produce artistic representations of cities in the atelier.
After last year’s investigations on the concept of city, students in Primary,
along with 5 year olds from the preschool, resume the project in the form of
an activity that creatively explores the concept of a city’s skyline.
“A skyline is the line in the sky drawn by buildings”
Starting from this statement (result of a group discussion), students created
their own skylines, initially sketching, and finally with the use of light and
shadows.
By using light as a means of expression the children were able to understand the 3 dimensional composition of a city’s skyline, and were then able
to study the 2 dimensional result by observing the shadows cast on the
classroom wall by the projector’s light.
Finally, the step from photo-representation to artistic-representation was
simple: the children took images of the light/shadow skylines and used a
mosaic technique and a variety of materials to depict the skyline they had
previously created in the atelier.

Atelier del Gusto: Easter Colomba

Amongst the many cakes and sweets typically prepared for Easter, none
is more symbolic than the “colomba” (Traditional Italian cake shaped like a
dove). It’s shape, representing peace, is matched with the traditional Easter
Egg, which represents rebirth.
The school gives the children a chance to experience and enjoy the
traditions of Italian Culture in the “Atelier del Gusto”. Boys and Girls rolled
up their sleeves and had fun kneading dough to make their own delicious
Colomba Cakes.

Happy Easter!!!

